
 

It’s all about the children, and while we did 
not see their smiling faces in person in 
2021, these photos remind us just how 
important they are! 

BEHIND THE SCENES IN 2021 

Welcome to the annual newsletter of the Assistance League
®
 of Klamath Basin. This year we  

celebrate the members who have been working from home and behind the scenes to ensure  

we continue to make a difference in our community. Together we are Assistance League, a       

powerful National organization that celebrates the power of the volunteer to evoke positive 

change in the world. We are committed to improving our local community through hands on    

involvement and innovative philanthropic programs. In transforming our community, we          

ourselves are transformed. It’s about joy, and the smiles of the children we serve. We hope 

you’ll take a moment to read this and please consider joining us; making a contribution;          

attending a fundraiser; or consigning and shopping at our quality, used furniture and home decor 

shop, Findables. Thank you for your support. We sincerely thank everyone who has          

supported our philanthropic programs, especially in the last two years.— businesses, schools, 

donors, foundations, and members.  
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TRANSFORMING LIVES  

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY 

The ALKB March Love member fundraising event 
raised $550 for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
program which mails children a free book each 
month from birth until 5 years old. These lovely 
books are chosen by experts in publishing  
and education. The mission is to foster a  
love of  learning, making the experience of  
reading fun and meaningful. 

              Behind the scenes... 

Sheri Wilson is the marvelous hatter!  

Sheri uses a knitting loom to make hand  

made winter hats for our Operation School 

Bell grade school children! Over the last two 

years Sheri has knitted 1000 hats! 

           Behind the scenes... 

What does it take to keep Findables open? Martie Merhoff 

and Karyn Lentz source gently used furniture for Findables 

year round. They make sure it is clean and presented in the store 

to catch the eye. A labor of love, perhaps, but absolutely essential. 

Cathie Davis posts photos on the ALKB Facebook page. Her 

weekly updates have elevated our Findables visibility and success 

to new levels. 

Susan Licking keeps the volunteer calendar full. Regularly 

reviewing the calendar, sending email requests and making phone 

calls to the core group of members that staffed 

the store during the pandemic. Susan makes 

sure Findables is open for business. 

  

  

https://www.verywellfamily.com/5-year-old-developmental-milestones-620713


Operation School Bell
®
 (OSB) is the corner stone of our philanthropic  

programs. Its purpose is to provide new clothing and shoes for school 
children who are in need of assistance in purchasing clothing. This 
includes all K-12 schools within the Klamath Basin as well as the 
Tulelake Basin Joint Unified School District in Northern California. Our 
goal is to promote learning, school attendance and self-worth of  
children and families. OSB is divided into two programs: (1) Instore 
Shopping Events, and (2) Clothing Certificates. These students are 
also given hygiene kits, hand-knit winter hats, and gloves. All students 
are selected by school personnel.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions all students are currently clothed 
through our Clothing Certificate Program. Over 1,600 clothing  
certificates, worth $125.00 each, were issued to K-12 schools, which 
is a big increase from last year. This number continues to grow due to 
the problems students and families are facing. We have a commitment 
to try and help as many children as we can.  
 
As part of our OSB Program, we are currently working with city and 
county social workers involved with over 450 homeless students as 
well as students mentored through Citizens for Safe Schools. This 
year, a new program was added under our Families in Crisis Program, 
which entails working with local officials from the State Department of 
Human Services (DHS) and includes children from infancy to 18 years 
of age who are removed from unsafe environments and placed into 
foster care. We make clothing certificates available for these children 
as well as many other needed items. 
 
We would like to thank the Fred Meyer Store for their continued  
support and commitment, helping make our Operation School Bell 
Program a success.  
 
Other philanthropic programs we support are Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library Program; Stearns Athletic Shoe Program, Award Winning 
Books Program; Exodus House; and Project USA. Our philanthropic 
programs are fully funded by the Assistance League of Klamath Basin. 
Funds are raised through events such as the Christmas Jubilee;  
Findables, our used furniture store; and the Silver Tea, as well as 
grants and contributions from generous donors and members. We are 
a volunteer, non-profit organization with no paid staff. 
 
Thank you to all our generous donors for their support. These are ex-
tremely difficult times. It is heartwarming to receive such wonderful 
commitment in helping children and our community. 

Operation School Bell  

Our Financial  
Picture 
 
The following financial information is  
taken from CPA review reports for the  
fiscal year June 1, 2020– May 31, 2021 

We are pleased to note that 80%  
of our Total Expenses were spent  
on Philanthropic Programs, as 
shown below. 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

Support and Revenue  

Fundraising: Incl. Thrift Shop $     122,614 

Donations   100,767 

Grant Income 9,000 

Non-cash Donations 3,531 

Member Dues/Activities 6,580 

Interest Income 1,180 

Total Support & Revenue $     243,672 

    

Expenses  

Program Services $     145,363 

Supporting Services:   

   Management & General 13,569 

   Membership Development 3,878 

   Fundraising: Thrift Shop 14,675 

   Fundraising: Special Events 3,133 

Total Expenses $     180,618 

 
Change in Net Assets 63,054 

Net Assets, Beginning Year $     562,134 

Net Assets, Year End $     625,188 

Behind the Scenes... 

David Blanchard and Thom Green embraced the task of 

organizing and delivering about 100 books. 

Each year National Award Winning Books are distributed to all Klamath 

County libraries as well as all elementary, middle and high school libraries 

in the Klamath Basin. The elementary level receives the Newbery Award 

and the Caldecott Award Winning Books. The middle and high school 

level receive books selected by the Young Readers Choice and Pacific 

NW Library Association 

  



This year, ALKB is co-sponsoring the 
Blazing Paddles pickleball tournament 
with the Klamath Basin Pickleball 
Association (KBPA) to raise funds for 
children in the Klamath Basin. It will be 
held July 15—17 at Mazama High 
School. The tournament is open to 
ages 18 + yrs. The cost is $60 to enter. 
Registration details can be found at: 
www.Pickleballtournaments.com 

Additional community activities in con-
junction with the event can be found on 
the KBPA website: 
www.kbpickleball.com.  

Order your event t-shirt at: 
https://assistanceleague.itemorder.com/
shop/sale/ 

Success is not final; Failure is not fatal; It is the courage 
to continue that counts. ~ Winston Churchill 

In the 36 years that Assistance League
 
of Klamath Basin has been  

serving the needs of students, we have seen successes and failures. In 
those years, the valuable members of ALKB, together with the generous 
support of individuals and businesses have made it possible to consist-
ently increase the number of students served during their times of need.  
Operation School Bell

  
had a banner year with over 1600 students served! 

This year we also piloted a program partnering with the Foster Care  
program to provide backpacks of essentials and a clothing certificate for 
each child entering the foster care system, regardless of age. This  
program has been incredibly helpful to not only the children, but the foster 
families and we have made this a permanent part of our Families in Crisis 
program.  

Fundraising is always evolving and ongoing, as need never sleeps! This 
year we are grateful for the support of local schools, individuals,  
businesses and groups that donated in spite of the pandemic, because 
they care. Our used furniture store, Findables, did exceptionally well, 
serving those in our community who need quality used furniture at an  
affordable price. The annual Christmas Jubilee once again was online, 
which, we have found, isn’t nearly as fun, satisfying or profitable as an ‘in 
person’ event. However, as the future always holds the unknown, we are 
going to try a few new avenues of fundraising. 

For instance, this year the Klamath Basin Pickleball Association invited us 
to collaborate with them in their 2nd Annual Blazing Paddles Tournament, 
July 15-17. With ALKB’s experience and connections for sponsorships 
and auction items, we are looking forward to this new partnership. 

With optimism and anticipation, we may find success, or we may find 
failure, but we do have the courage to continue! 

Thank you for your continued  
support and encouragement. 
 
Patty Barsalou, President 

 

Blazing Paddles II 
Pickleball 

Tournament 

Mark your Calendar! 
July 15 –17 

             Behind the scenes... 

The distribution of Clothing Certificates 

and hygiene supplies took place behind 

the scenes this year in Sheri Wilson’s  

garage. Linda Hartenberger and Sheri Wilson 

coordinated with the schools to provide 1,600 

OSB clothing certificates. Hats, gloves and  

hygiene supplies were hand counted, boxed 

and delivered. Thanks to Patty and John 

Barsalou, Leslie Wilkenson, Susan Licking and 

Linda Johnson for their hands on assistance. 

Work with a smile and friends is never too hard. 

President’s Message  

from Patty Barsalou, President 

Behind the Scenes... 

Dorene Ridgway, Grant Chair, has used her 

training, attention to detail and drive to secure 

11 grants this fiscal year for ALKB including 

Capital Improvement funds which helped with 

the Findables Garage renovation. 

The Cow Creek Umpqua Indian 
Foundation donated $15,000  
toward Operation School Bell. We 
thank all of our Grant contributors. 
This is an important part of 
continuing our programs in the  
Klamath Basin. 

The 2021—2022 Board looks forward 

to a Bright Future. 

  

  

Mission: Assistance League volunteers  

transforming the lives of children and adults 

through community programs.  

 

Visit our website: 

www.klamathbasinassistanceleague.org  

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassistanceleague.itemorder.com%2Fshop%2Fsale%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9a988bc57cb84ee9164908da150d89c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637845445134401479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassistanceleague.itemorder.com%2Fshop%2Fsale%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9a988bc57cb84ee9164908da150d89c9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637845445134401479%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj


 

Clothe a child in need in the Klamath Basin. 

Name (Print) _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________Telephone__________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my donation in the amount of $ 125___   $200___  $500___ other $ ____ 

Cash:            Check:                VISA or MC   

VISA/MC # __________________________________________________ 

Signature:   ___________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your generous support. We will provide a receipt for your donation. 

Mail to:  Assistance League of Klamath Basin, 1330 E. Main St. Klamath Falls, OR  97601  

Tel: 541.883.1721 or 

Donate on-line: Use the donate button on Assistance League home page to donate  

on-line at  www.klamathbasinassistanceleague.org 

Assistance League® of Klamath Basin is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and a  

Chapter of National Assistance League® 

Yes! I Want To Help Clothe a Child! 

Contact Us 

Assistance League of 

Klamath Basin 

1330 E. Main Street 

Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

(541.883.1721 

fax: 541.273.4954 

Join Us! Our membership 

application is available on 

our website 

Web: www.klamathbasin 

assistanceleague.org 

Visit our high-quality  

second-hand furniture 

and home décor store 

Findables 

1330 E. Main Street 

Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

Hours: T-Sat  11 am—3 pm 
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